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T H E  C L O A K

St. Martin’s Episcopal Church Annual Meeting

January 17, 2010

Priest’s Report for 2009

Introduction: It is a great pleasure to greet you today.  The past year at St. Martin’s 
has been filled with joy and grace and some tough choices.  I continue to feel that you should 
be very proud of being the strong, affirming, welcoming congregation that you are.

The strength and bravery that we have shown this year in taking the plunge to reduce 
my position to part time as of July 16, 2009, really demonstrate the commitment of the par-
ish to continue our presence and our mission here in Fairmont. This was a very hard decision 
to make, and the transition even harder. We are still all getting used to the feel of ministry 
with a half-time priest position.  It is always hard to work at a professional job part-time; and 
changing  from full to part-time is unbelievably challenging. I think we are all still adjusting 
and finding our way with this exercise, but the Spirit is with us and will continue to show us 
the way.  There is lots of good news to report as a result of the progress we’ve made so far 
and still some challenges that lie ahead:

1. As the financial report shows, we have taken a huge step toward reducing our endowment 
expenditures.

The challenge:  using any of our rapidly shrinking principal to supplement our 
budget is not good stewardship. We need to continue our progress toward a 
balanced budget, and this means more giving.

2. Parish commitment to mission and lay ministry has grown with the realization that I cannot 
always be here.  We have plans to train more Lay Eucharistic visitors, a Pastoral Care Triage 
Team, and more lay readers to lead morning prayer in the solemn, festive manner that really 
makes it worthy of being part of our Sunday morning worship.

3. Our attendance numbers are holding steady with the same average Sunday attendance 
as last year and a slightly higher weekly average. The smaller overall number for total 
attendance is of course due to the cancelling of the Christmas services (the Christmas 
blizzard!) and the lack of funerals! (None in ‘09). The four confirmations/receptions were 
all adults new members, bringing our total membership up slightly as well.
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For the month of February 
please pray for those who 
serve on the Diocesan 
Council, the Trustees, the 
Standing Committee, the 
Chancellors and for the Di-
ocesan treasurer. Please 
pray for the Rt. Rev. James 
L. Jelinek upon his retire-
ment after over 16 years as 
diocesan bishop and for 
Bishop Elect Brian Prior and 
his ordination and consecra-
tion as the IX Bishop of Min-
nesota on February 13. 

E C W  M I N U T E S

None.

Attendance

Sacraments and Events 2007 2008 2009

Baptisms    3 3 7

Confirmations/receptions   0 4 4

Quinceañeras    1 0 0

Marriages/Blessings of unions 0 2 1

Burials      5 2 0!

Christian Education  

Junior Confirmation class: 4

Sunday School 9

Pre-school Sunday school 5

4.  Saving the most important for last: Mission and Evangelism.

These are still just as important as in previous years—indeed as in the last 2009 years. With-
out a sense of mission and outreach the church cannot thrive. Our baptisms and confirma-
tions do not simply confer membership in a privileged social club. They make us the hands 
and heart of Christ’s body in the world, the action tools of the Holy Spirit. We must have a 
vision of how our parish continues to make a difference in the world, the world of North Park 
Street, of Fairmont, Martin County, Minnesota, our Country, the planet. Both as individuals 
and as a parish we must be actors in proclaiming by word and example the Good news of 
God in Christ. It’s that simple, so the vestry and I welcome your ideas, your visions, of how 
we can serve God’s people and the planet entrusted to us in the best ways.

And evangelism? That’s easy. The best way to grow the church is for each of you to 
bring a friend with you to church and invite them to join us. We can do seminars on church 
growth—and there are many great ones; and we definitely can do more with advertising; but 
personal invitations are still the most effective tool for growth. So what are you waiting for?

Submitted with great fondness and blessings,

The Rev. Winifred L. Mitchell, Priest-in-charge

year 2006 2007 (corrected) 2008 2009

Total attendance 2802 2916 2911 2731

Weekly average 54 56 56 57

Sunday average 40 45 45

Back issues of the Cloak 

can be found at the St. 

Martin’s web site. And 

most weekly Half Cloak 

issues are also available. 

The Half Cloak is usually 

posted to the web site on 

Mondays. The Half Cloak 

can be found by clicking 

on The Cloak  link.

Some church pictures are 

posted on the web site.

If you have some thing to 

post to the web site email 

it to:

cloak@smecmn.org

Web Site: 

www.smecmn.org 
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F E B R U A R Y

Please check the Half Cloak each Sunday  or web site for updates to the Calendar events!

9 Cheryl Krahmer
9 Jasmine Sifeuntes
13 Mr. & Mrs. Steve Donnelly
14 Elizabeth Viesselman
17 Bill Busse

18 Leona Anderson
23 Randa Simpson
24 Mrs Denise & Mr Jeff Rouse
25 Marcia Borowiak
27 Steve Donnelly

27 Doug Wollam
27 Lia Cedillo

Birthdays and Anniversaries:

February 7th
Head Usher: 
Lector: 
Intercessor: 
Chalice: 

February 14th
Head Usher:
Lector: 
Intercessor:
Chalice: 

February 21st
Head Usher:
Lector: 
Intercessor: 
Chalice:

February 28th
Head Usher: 
Lector: 
Intercessor: 
Chalice: 

S U N M O N T U E W E D T H U F R I S A T

1

Rev. W out of the 
office

2

Rev. W out of the 
office

3

Rev. W In the of-
fice

4
Worship & Liturgy 
1PM

Rev. W In the of-
fice

5
Soup Lunch 
11:00—1PM
ECW 1:15PM
Legal Clinic 3PM
Rev. W  (Study 
Day)

6

Rev. W Day off

7
Service 10am

Rev. W In the of-
fice

8

Rev. W out of the 
office

9

Rev. W out of the 
office

10

Rev. W In the of-
fice

11

Rev. W In the of-
fice

12

Rev. W  (Study 
Day)

13
New Bishop Ordi-
nation see page 5

Rev. W Day off

14
Service 10am
Vestry Meeting

Rev. W In the of-
fice

15

Rev. W out of the 
office

16
Pancake supper
5pm  -  7pm

17
Ash Wed 
Noon & 6pm
Lenten soup & 
Study 
Cloak DL 4pm 
Rev. W In office

18

Rev. W In the of-
fice

19

Rev. W  (Study 
Day)

20
KAH Packing 
1:30PM @ St. 
John Vianney

Rev. W Day off

21
Service 10am
Bishop Prior 
Visit
LGBT Meeting
4:15pm

22

Rev. W out of the 
office

23

Rev. W out of the 
office

24

Rev. W out of the 
office

25

Rev. W out of the 
office

26

Rev. W out of the 
office

27

Rev. W out of the 
office

28
Service 10am
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V E S T R Y  M I N U T E S

Vestry Minutes   - St. Martin’s Episcopal Church     

January 10, 2010

Present:  Mother Winnie,  Robert Luedtke, Jr., JoAnn Eggert, Doug Wollam, Les Hohenstein,  

Michi Donnelly, Randa Simpson, Boni Truesdell, Clerk.  Absent:  Mary Whiteman  

The Vestry of St. Martin’s was called to order at 12:10 pm.  Mother Winnie began with a Gathering 
Prayer. Robert moved and Randa seconded to accept the agenda and the minutes of the last meeting 
as presented.  Motion carried.

Parishioner input:  Discussion was held in regard for the need of someone trained for a compassionate 
friend to those in need of prayer, when Mother Winnie is not at St. Martin’s.

Treasurer’s Report:  See attached reports.

Senior Warden:  No report

Junior Warden & Building & Ground:  Randy Nelson is doing the snow removal.  Robert came and helped 
during the storm.

Clergy Report:  Mother Winnie had no report at this time.

Michi moved to accept all reports, Doug seconded.  Motion carried.

New Business: 

Jr. Warden: Randa Simpson has agreed to run for the position of Jr. Warden for a 1 year term.  Her term 
on the vestry will be done at that time.  JoAnn Eggert agreed to the position as Jr. Warden elect for 1 
year and then the position of Jr. Warden the following year.  The Vestry would like a clear list made of 
the responsibilities of the Jr. Warden.  The two names will be put on the ballot.

Cleaning Person:  Doug has agreed to work on a list of a cleaning schedule for the church.  The position 
would be 1½ hours on Monday and Friday at the starting salary of $8.00/hour.  JoAnn has offered to 
help train. 

Other:  Discussion was held on making a Parish Committee list with name and numbers of the people 
on each of the committees.  The committees for the coming year:

Memorial Committee Fund Raising Liturgy/Worship

Mission Outreach Christian Growth & Media

Discussion was held on basement cleanup and putting some of the furniture and etc. on the Silent Auc-
tion.

The closing prayer was given by Mother Winnie.  Meeting was adjourned at 1:45 p.m.

Next Vestry meeting:  February 14, 2010

                         Bonnie Truesdell, Clerk

Vestry Contacts

Sr. Warden  
Michi Donnelly -  TE 2011
840 Albion, FMT
H-235-5721
W-235-5382
ucc319@frontiernet.net

Jr. Warden  
Randa Simpson -  TE 2011
969 Liberty, FMT
H-238-4879
C-236-3244
randakays56@hotmail.com
rksimpson@bevcomm.net

Jr. Warden Elect  
JoAnn Eggert -  TE 2012
232 S Orient. FMT
C-230-3335

Bob Luedtke Jr.  -   TE 2011
229 Woodland, FMT
H-238-2012
C-612-765-0714
bob@rwl-group.com

Alice “Bunny” Peters - TE 2011
601 Shoreacres DR #206, FMT
H-235-9267
bunnyfmt@frontiernet.net

Treasurer
Les Hohenstein - TE 2012
36172 130TH ST, BE
H-507-526-3545
C-507-525-2938
lhohenstein@bevcomm.net

Thom Peterson - TE 2013
1657 220TH ST, TRM
H-776-8426
thompmn@smecmn.org

Color printing of the Cloak 

donated by Thom Peterson.
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The dead line for 
the February Cloak 
is: February 17th.
Your articles need 
to be in the Cloak 
mail box in the Guild 
Hall by Feb. 17th 
4pm.

The 

Communications  

Committee:

Chuck Johnson

Thom Peterson

Jennelle Cunning

FEBRUARY
What do you think of first when someone says February?  Some answers might be:  Valentine’s Day, 
Groundhog Day, Shrove Tuesday (pancakes, yum, yum), Women’s Heart Month, Presidents’ Day and 
many more.  One internet site lists more than 50 answers to holidays, week long celebrations and spe-
cial occasions for February.

In Martin County, we could say February is Kids Against Hungermonth.  St. Martin’s is off to a good 
start.  Fifteen families/people have taken the M & M containers promising to fill and return them with 
contributions for Kids Against Hunger.

Plans are underway for two Fund Raisers with the opportunity for fellowship:

Soup Lunch  -   in the Guild Hall, Friday, February 5th     11:00 am – 1:00 pm. 

Come for lunch; invite a friend or two or three to join you.  Suggested donation for the soup lunch is 
$3.00 per person.  Five women have volunteered to make soup.  If you would like to make a soup or 
could help, please let Jennelle know.  If you would be available to be hostess, please let me know.  
NOTE:  this is not a “ladies only” event.  All are welcome.

Shrove Tuesday – Feb. 16th --  Pancake Supper --  5:00 – 7:00 pm.

The youth and men of our congregation will be working together on this project.  All proceeds will go to 
Kids Against Hunger.

Jennelle & Diane

Trust the goodness of creation; Trust the Spirit strong within.
Dare to dream the vision promised; Sprung from seed of what has 

been.

God willing and the people consenting,

The Most Reverend Katharine Jefferts Schori

Presiding Bishop and Primate of

The Episcopal Church

Will Ordain and Consecrate as

IX Bishop of Minnesota

The Reverend Brian N. Prior

Saturday, February 13, 2010

11:00 in the morning

Minneapolis Convention Center

1301 Second Avenue South, Minneapolis

All are encouraged to participate in this joyous occasion
Light reception will follow.

Clergy alb and red stole; Bishops, rochet
and chimere.

Great news

Mark your calendars.

On February 21st, 2010 Bishop 

elect The Reverend Brian N Prior 

will visit St. Martin’s. 

This will be his first congregational 

visit under his new title as               

IX Bishop of Minnesota.

Plan to attend worship service to     

welcome and meet our new Bishop.

Check the Half Cloak for updates on 

pending visit and activities.



102 N Park ST

Fairmont, MN 56031

Phone: 507-238-2686

E-mail: info@smecmn.org

S T .  M A R T I N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  
C H U R C H

We are on the web

Smecmn.org
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St. Martin’s is a reconciling community of Christian people striving through      

worship, love and service to be a family in God and to bring others into the 

fellowship.

Almighty Father, God of mercies and giver of comfort, deal graciously, we pray, with the people of Haiti 
in the midst of the great suffering caused by the catastrophic earthquake. May they cast all their care on 

you and know the consolation of your love. Give us the courage, zeal, wisdom and patience to assist 
them, not only in these first days and weeks of urgent need, but as they continue to need the care and 
partnership of all their sisters and brothers around the world in the long and difficult work of healing and 
rebuilding. Grant eternal life to those who have died, healing to the injured and strength to all the survi-

vors, through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen

The Ven. Dr. J. Fritz Bazin
Archdeacon for Immigration and Social Concerns

Diocese of Southeast Florida

As of Jan. 26th, the Diocese has raised 
nearly $25,000 for Haiti relief.


