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T H E  C L O A K

A  F O O D  S H E L F  A T  S T .  M A R T I N ’ S ? ?

Have you heard the news that St. Martin’s has offered to be the location for a new Food shelf for 
Martin County? We are only in the exploration phase of this exciting project, but since Fairmont is a 
small community, I want you to be well informed about our progress in case questions come up.  
Here’s what’s happened so far:

At a meeting of the Fairmont Ministerial Association in June, we discussed the results of the 
Second Harvest Heartland food distribution in May. The Second Harvest representative, 
Charlene Graff, mentioned that they would like to help start a second food shelf in Fair-
mont to serve a greater portion of the population, including a focus on the Spanish-
speaking people.

I offered St. Martin’s as a possible location for the Food Shelf because we have unused space 
in our basement. So far, no other location has been offered.

We have had two meetings, in June and July, to discuss the plans for going forward. A Task-
force has been formed to plan and organize the project.

I’ve contacted the Bishop’s office to keep the Bishop aware of the possible use of our building 
and to seek the advice of our legal counselor, Renee Carlson. The Bishop said that this 
seems like a great mission opportunity for St. Martin’s and Renee will help us work out the 
details.

The Taskforce will look into forming a 501C3 (non profit) to manage the Food Shelf, since we 
want this to be an interfaith, community project, not something that St. Martin’s alone 
does. We will continue to receive advice from the Episcopal Church in MN office. (We 
used to call this the Diocese, but the Bishop wants us to avoid the word because it has 
become so loaded.)

The question that came up at our Taskforce meeting is, “Why do we need another Food Shelf in 
Martin County?” Of course there is concern that if we have two different food shelves (one at St. 
Martin’s and one at the Salvation Army) the donations will just be divided between  the two and 
there will be no more food to go around than before.  The Taskforce and the Second Harvest advi-
sor hope that the two efforts will be seen as complementary, not competitive to each other.  Some 
of the reasons for our thinking are as follows:

First, my advice is to think in terms of Loaves, Fishes , and the feeding of the multitudes:  Faith and 
generosity can combine together to do miracles, as the Bible clearly shows us, so we should not 
worry about dividing an already small chunk of charitable giving in Fairmont. In addition to the faith 
question, some reasons for this are that there are some food sources that a new food shelf could 
take advantage of that the Salvation Army doesn’t use.

It’s also important to realize that the Salvation Army Food Shelf is only open 3 hours a day, Mon-
day through Thursday. A second food shelf that could supplement these hours, perhaps with week-
ends or evenings would be more accessible to some members. The Taskforce has contacted rep-
resentatives from the Salvation Army food shelf and hopes to work cooperatively with them on all 
aspects of relieving hunger in Martin County.

Finally, according to a study sponsored by Second Harvest, the hungry of Martin County are very 
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For the month of August, 
please pray for all hospital 
chaplaincies, counseling 
chaplaincies and Spiritual 
Directors throughout the 
Diocese. Pray also for your 
local parish nurses, health 
ministers and all those who 
minister to the sick.

Back issues of the Cloak 

can be found at the St. 

Martin’s web site. And 

most weekly Half Cloak 

issues are also available. 

The Half Cloak is usually 

posted to the web site on 

Mondays. The Half Cloak 

can be found by clicking 

on The Cloak  link.

Some church pictures are 

posted on the web site.

If you have some thing to 

post to the web site email 

it to:

cloak@smecmn.org

Web Site: 

www.smecmn.org 

under served by the current services available. The results of this study can be viewed at http://
missingmeals.org/ both for the whole state of Minnesota and county by county. If you look at this 
information it’s important to remember that it is based on numerical demographic and economic 
estimates, so the numbers are not exact, but the findings for 2007 suggest that the incomes in 
Martin County and the social services provide only about 81% of the meals needed, leaving a 
19% gap, estimated to be over a million “missing meals” in a year—that’s over a million meals that 
some one does not get to eat. The report did not have all the information about private or church 
meals provided in Martin County, for example, the community meals or the Wednesday evening 
meals that many churches offer, so the number may be a little less than they report, but the fact 
remains that there are still many people who cannot afford three meals a day for everyone in their 
households. This makes it imperative for us  as Christ’s hands and Heart in the world to help with 
this feeding in any way we can. If St. Martin’s can contribute by providing space for this effort, that 
will be a wonderful thing we can do for the community.

In the mean time, how can you help? You can continue to support the community meals and the 
Martin County Food Shelf at the Salvation Army. Bring food or checks to church for our food bas-
ket collection, which has received little attention lately. Volunteer to help serve at the UCC’s 
monthly community meal. Give to the postal workers’ food drive or other efforts that you hear 
about. Pray for guidance about how we can help end hunger in Martin County. And come to the 
next taskforce meeting at St. Martin’s at 6:00 on Aug. 24 at St. Martin’s and learn how you can be 
involved!

Go in Peace to love and serve the Lord!

Winnie+
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A U G U S T

Please check the Half Cloak each Sunday  or web site for updates to the Calendar events!

6 Winifred Mitchell
7 Pat Gimm
8 Sally Lester
9 Andy Luedtke
10 Boni Truesdell

14 Mr.& Mrs. Eugene Borowiak
15 Bobbie Jean Parker
16 Mr.& Mrs. Jim Simpson
19 Jon Lutz
22 Charlene Luke

22 Mr.& Mrs. Fred Krahmer
22 Chris Ettesvold
23 Tom Hawkins
25 Carlos Sifeuentes
25 Dwayne Eggert

Birthdays and Anniversaries:

August 1st
Head Usher: JoAnn E.
Lector: Tom H.
Intercessor: Chuck J.
Chalice: Connie K.

August  8th
Head Usher: Thom P.
Lector: Pat G
Intercessor: Jim S.
Chalice:  TBD

August 15h
Head Usher: Randa S.
Lector: Les H.
Intercessor: Bob L. Jr.
Chalice:  Michi D

August 29th
Head Usher: Bob L. Jr.
Lector: Connie K.
Intercessor: Thom P.

August 22nd
Head Usher: Michi D.
Lector: Fran S.
Intercessor: Rob L.
Chalice: Sheryl C.

29 Caitlin Krahmer

S U N M O N T U E W E D T H U F R I S A T

1
10 AM
Worship H.E.

2

Rev. W. Week Off

3

Rev. W. Week Off

4

Rev. W. Week Off

5

Rev. W. Week Off

6

Rev. W. Week Off

7

Rev. W. Week Off

8
10 AM
Worship H.E.
Rev. H. Doyle

Rev. W. Week Off

9 10 11

Rev. W. In

12

Rev. W. In

13 14

15
10 AM
Worship H.E.

16 17 18

Rev. W. In

19

Rev. W. In

20 21

22
10 AM
Worship H.E.

23 24 25

Rev. W. In

26

Rev. W. In

27 28

29
10 AM
Worship M.P. 

30 31
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V E S T R Y  M I N U T E S

Vestry Minutes   - St. Martin’s Episcopal Church     
June 16, 2010

Present:  Mother Winnie,  Michi Donnelly,  Les Hohenstein, Thom Peterson, Bunny 
Peters, JoAnn Eggert, Robert Laird, Clerk pro-tem.  Absent:  Bob Luedtke, Jr.  and  
Randa Simpson 

Mother Winnie distributed a copy of the booklet The Present Future to the Vestry for 
their review prior to their meeting with Bishop Prior in Mankato on October 9, 2010.

Les presented the treasurer’s report, a copy of which is attached.  A discussion fol-
lowed concerning several of the line item expenses.  Les and Mother Winnie will in-
vestigate several of the questioned expenses and report back to the Vestry.

Michi moved and Thom seconded a motion to approve the Treaurer’s Report.  Car-
ried.

A discussion followed of part 2 of the Mutual Ministry Review including the results of 
the Kersey Temperament Sorter results.

A general discussion of the pending Safe Church Training scheduled for this summer, 
the upcoming White Elephant Sale and Team Building followed.

It was moved by Michi and seconded by Thom to approve a supply priest for Mother 
Winnie’s absences on July 11 and August 8.

A discussion followed concerning the necessity of starting to plan for our Steward-
ship drive.

Mother Winnie agreed to speak to Randa concerning the broken lock on the back 
door and locks in general.  It was suggested that because of the number of lost and 
missing keys to the church that all the locks be replaced and a deposit be required of 
people requesting a new key.

The next vestry meetings were scheduled for July 11 and August 8.  

Les moved and Thom seconded to adjourn.  Carried.

Mother Winnie closed with a prayer.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert Laird, Clerk pro-tem

Vestry Contacts

Sr. Warden  
Michi Donnelly -  TE 2011
840 Albion, FMT
H-235-5721
W-235-5382
ucc319@frontiernet.net

Jr. Warden  
Randa Simpson -  TE 2011
969 Liberty, FMT
H-238-4879
C-236-3244
randakays56@hotmail.com
rksimpson@bevcomm.net

Jr. Warden Elect  
JoAnn Eggert -  TE 2012
232 S Orient. FMT
C-230-3335

Bob Luedtke Jr.  -   TE 2011
229 Woodland, FMT
H-238-2012
C-612-756-0714
bob@rwl-group.com

Alice “Bunny” Peters - TE 2011
601 Shoreacres DR #206, FMT
H-235-9267
bunnyfmt@frontiernet.net

Treasurer
Les Hohenstein - TE 2012
36172 130TH ST, BE
H-507-526-3545
C-507-525-2938
lhohenstein@bevcomm.net

Thom Peterson - TE 2013
1657 220TH ST, TRM
H-776-8426
thompmn@smecmn.org

Color printing of the Cloak 

donated by Thom Peterson.
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The dead line for 
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Cloak is: August 
18th. Your articles 
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Cloak mail box in 
the Guild Hall by 
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gust 23rd to 
cloak@smecmn.org

The 

Communications  

Committee:

Chuck Johnson

Thom Peterson

Jennelle Cunning

ALL ABOUT ECS from Jennelle, FRC Site Manager

In the July Cloak you may recall I wrote about CHANGE.  
(Christians Having a New Growth Experience)  The teacher 
in me thought about giving you a test this month.  I would 
have been based the test on your knowledge of ECS and 
perhaps even some questions about how ECS is organ-
ized.  However before anyone is tested they need to first be 
given information. Therefore since I really want to help you 
GROW in your understanding and knowledge of ECS I 
won’t test you.

Episcopal Community Services (ECS) was founded in 1963 by the Episcopal Diocese of Minnesota 
to address the health and welfare needs of communities within the Diocese and state that were not 
already being addressed by other faith-based and charitable institutions.  ECS is affiliated with the 
Episcopal Church of Minnesota, but is an independent non-profit corporation governed by a Board of 
Directors.  

The administrative office is located in the Episcopal Center, 1730 Clifton Place, Minneapolis, MN.  
John Estrem, ECS’s new Executive Director began his duties on July 19, 2010.  Mary Schatzlein is 
the Director of Family Services. ECS Family Resource Centers (FRCs) provide comprehensive, indi-
vidualized services to adults and families interested in achieving self-sufficient and enhancing per-
sonal and family strengths.  There are several ECS sites in Minnesota.  I am hired for 10 hours a 
week; my salary is paid by ECS, NOT St. Martin’s.  The office equipment belongs to ECS.  St. Mar-
tin’s provides the office space.   As the Site Manager for the Family Resource Center in Fairmont, I 
report to Mary.  FRC is allocated a small budget.  When someone comes to the office-center to re-
quest financial assistance I send my request to Mary for approval.

The Mission of ECS is:  Grounded in faith, sustained by hope, and acting through love, Episcopal 
Community Services strengthens and supports adults, youth, children and families at risk and in 
need.

Where do YOU fit into the ECS picture?  You help support the programs here in Fairmont such as 
Sponsoring Students with School Supplies and at Christmas.  Without YOU, the members of St. Mar-
tin’s, ECS could not provide these sponsorships. Members attending ECW provide the Birthday 
Bags.  Your financial donations are sent to Minneapolis and then I request that amount back to be 
used for the designated project.

ECS publishes a monthly newsletter on line and is also is on Facebook.  If you are interested in re-
ceiving the monthly newsletter let me know, I’ll connect you.

Thank you for your support.  Don’t hesitate to ask for more information - THAT’S how you GROW!

Jennelle Cunning

ECS
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St. Martin’s is a reconciling community of Christian people striving through      

worship, love and service to be a family in God and to bring others into the 

fellowship.

St. Martin’s Pantry Wish List

(Please help St. Martin’s maintain a balanced budget by adding one or two of these items to your grocery list)

PAPER GOODS              FOOD        CLEANING PRODUCTS

   Paper plates              Coffee                           Liquid hand soap   

9 oz paper cups Sugar           Glass cleaner

   Coffee cups Powdered creamer                     Bathroom cleaner

   Paper towels Tea           Furniture polish

   Trash can liners Snacks for youth                           Spic-N- Span (or Mr. Clean)

   Toilet paper Crackers                           Toilet bowl cleaner

   Kleenex Powdered drink mix                           Dish washing liquid 

Art Supplies for Sunday school    (check with teachers before purchasing)


