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Dear Friends,

My words are short this month
and mostly consist of the fol-
lowing three words: | have
moved!!

It's been a hectic month since
our Fairmont house miracu-
lously sold very quickly and
we have packed and moved
as of Friday Oct. 23 to our
new “fixer-upper’ house at
148 Monks Ave, Mankato
56001. We are please with
the new place in Mankato,
very close to Paul's work on
the MSU campus, but we ex-
pected to have more time to
fix it before moving in. Mira-
cles, such as selling a house
in less than two weeks, are
rarely convenient, but bring
many blessings. We hope that
we will settle in here and that
my commuting to Fairmont
will be a safe and fruitful way
to remain your priest for a
long period of ministry to-
gether.

At the moment the blessings
of moving consist mostly of
Paul’s getting to ride his bike
to the office after two years of
driving Highway 15. With piles
of boxes everywhere and un-
finished fix-it projects in abun-
dance, the process does not
feel very mellow.

To my surprise, my first re-
sponse waking up Saturday
morning to a beautiful view of
the fall colors in the ravine
outside our bedroom window
but piles of boxes everywhere
was to burst into tears. | think
there is always a time of
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grieving with changes, how-
ever positive they may turn
out to be. In spite of the ex-
citement of a new place to
live, | feel great sadness in
giving up daily life in beautiful
Fairmont and along with it the
dream of settling into the com-
munity for a long ministry as
the ‘little pastor on the prai-
rie.”

The time spent living in Fair-
mont and being a part of the
community was much too
short, but our decision to
move back to Mankato be-
cause Paul's job here is full-
time makes the most sense
with the transition to working
only part-time as your priest in
Fairmont.

Many of my clergy colleagues
in the Diocese are in part-time
positions in these tough eco-
nomic times, and they often
commute as | now plan to do.
But | am glad that we had the
opportunity to live in Fairmont
for two years so that | feel
much more a part of the com-
munity than if | had never
lived there. | am hopeful that
the our work of ministry to-
gether will continue, by the
grace of God, to bear fruit and
ask for your continued prayers
for me and for the parish that
this may be so.

Peace,

Winnie+
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In the United States when
November appears on the
calendar many of us look
forward to Thanksgiving.
Thanksgiving is a national
holiday not a religious one.
As Christians however we
easily knit the two together.
We gather with family to
give thanks often with a
huge meal. As churches
we gather, often with other
churches, to offer our
thanks to God. Oh give
thanks onto the Lord.
Psalm 106:1. We Give
Thanks for the many gifts
that come to us from our
Heavenly Father. This year
at St. Martin’s we give
thanks for the loving mes-
sage that Jodie Geerdes
shared with us at our Chil-
dren’s Sabbath service. We
give thanks for the love and
care the Foster Parents

ECW MINUTES

On September 4, 2009 St
Martins Ladies Guild met in
the Guild Hall. A prayer was
said and dessert was
served by Andy Luedtke.
Minutes were read by
Bunny Peters and she gave
the Treasury report of
$1221.69. We discussed

Foster Parenting program of
Martin County Department
of Human Services.

Thank you members of St.
Martin’s for the 87
toothbrushes brought as the
special offering on Chil-
dren’s Sabbath. During the
month of November let's
continue to be thankful giv-
ers. Jodie has shared with
me that warm mittens and
caps are always needed for
the children placed in Fos-
ter Care homes. Too often
these children arrive with
only the clothes they are
wearing. Some children
may arrive in the middle of
the night, some from the
hospital. There has been
no opportunity to get ade-
quate clothing. Jodie is a
frequent visitor at rummage
sales, the Salvation Army
Store and 12 Baskets look-

getting ready for the Region
4 ECS meeting, we are
hosting on October 8. Jen-
nelle Cunning will hire Maria
and Sylvia for 2-3 hours to
clean the Guild Hall and the
bathrooms and vacuum the
Sanctuary. Menu, clean-up
and registration was dis-

clothing is not free.

It is not difficult to purchase
caps and mittens.  You
don’t have to go out of your
way to find them. They are
even available at the gro-
cery or drug store. The
Dollar Tree has caps and
mittens and they are priced
at only $1.00. When you
are buying groceries or get-
ting a prescription, why not
add in a pair of gloves, mit-
tens or a cap. If you knit or
croquet there is some do-
nated yarn at St. Martin’s.
Just ask Jennelle or Char-
lene. May you continue to
experience the joy of thank-
ful giving.

Jennelle Cunning, ECS Site
Coordinator

cussed. Program will be
presented by the Kids
against Hunger. Charlene
will be dessert for our No-
vember meeting. Jennelle
needs Birthday bags, Jo
Montgomery will provide.

For the month of November,
please pray for the Minne-
sota Commission on Indian
Work (MCIW), and for the
Hispanic, Hmong and multi-
cultural ministries and con-
gregations throughout the
Diocese.
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Service 10am Jr. Confim 3:30 ??
Silent Auction Midweek Worship
Bidding Starts 6:15PM ??
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Service 10am St. Martin’s Day ECS Closed
Silent Auction observed Jr. Confim 3:30
Bidding Ends Midweek Worship
St. Martin’s Day 6:15PM
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Service 10am Jr. Confim 3:30
Vestry Meeting Cloak DL 4pm
Noon Midweek Worship
GLBT Meeting 6:15PM
4:15pm Rev. Winnie out of | Rev. Winnie out of | Rev. Winnie out of | Rev. Winnie out of | Rev. Winnie out of | Rev. Winnie out of
office office office office office office
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Service 10am Cloak Deadline Jr. Confim 3:30
6pm for emailed Midweek Worship
items 6:15PM
Rev. Winnie out of
office
29 30
Service 10am
November 1st November 8th November 15th November 22nd November 29th

Head Usher: Mary W. Head Usher: Michi D. Head Usher: Joann E. Head Usher: Randa S. Head Usher: Les H.

Lector: Jim S. Lector: Bob L. Jr. Lector: Rob L. Lector: Les H. Lector: Sheryl C.
Intercessor: Sheryl C. Intercessor: Pat G. Intercessor: Rob L. Intercessor: Fran S. Intercessor: Jim S.
Chalice: Michi D. Chalice: Les H. Chalice: Tom H. Chalice: Sheryl C. Chalice: Doug W.

Please check the Half Cloak each Sunday or web site for updates to the Calendar events!

Birthdays and Anniversaries:

14 Kaylee Simpson

17 Francisco Sifeuntes
19 Shirley Claxton

21 Bob & Diane Luedtke
23 Maria Velez

1 Sandy Estevold

3 Bob Leudtke, Jr.

8 Rene Hawkins

8 Kristin Krahmer

16 Bob & Andy Luedtke

25 Ryan Rivers
26 Cheryl Wall
26 Joann Eggert
27 Leena Devaraj
27 Jeff Rouse
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VESTRY MINUTES

Vestry Minutes - St. Martin’s Episcopal Church
October 25, 2009

Present: Mother Winnie, Robert Luedtke, Jr., Joanne Eggert, Les Hohenstein, Mary Whiteman, B.

Truesdell — clerk. Absent: Michi Donnelly, Randa Simpson. Guest: Rob Laird.

The Vestry of St. Martin’s was called to order at 12:25 pm. Robert moved and Mary Whiteman
seconded to accept the agenda and the minutes of the last meeting as presented. Motion carried.

Parishioner input: Discussion was held in regard to the church cleaning. It was decided to refer
the matter to the Building & Grounds.

Treasurer's Report: Motion to accept the treasurer’s report was made by Robert and seconded by
Doug. Motion carried.

Senior Warden: No report

Junior Warden & Building & Ground: Jim Simpson will take care of the lawn for the rest of the sea-
son. We are now receiving bids for snow removal.

Clergy Report: Mother Winnie reported that she has gotten moved to her new home in Mankato.
She has also had a very busy month with Pastoral Care. We have two Baptisms in November and
Jim Simpson will be our Choir Coordinator.

Committee reports:

Liturgy and Music: Doug reported that they were working on music for Advent and Christmas.
Also he was concerned that the linens were not getting cleaned.

Stewardship: The Children Service was very good and well attended as was the
Blessing of the Animals service.

Robert moved to accept all reports, Joann seconded. Motion carried.

Old Business:

Re-keying was discussed. No further action was taken. They are going to look into the Diocesan
procedures.

New Business:

Bonnie’s contract was reviewed and will be signed pending the background check. The committee

regretted that the contract had not been signed.

Mother Winnie discussed the Spanish Services. She is working with the Methodist Church to have
some of the services. She will keep the committee informed.

Discussion was held in regard to the Nursery. Les made a motion that we need two (2) people to
be in the nursery, seconded by Doug. Volunteers will be recruited and trained.

Mother is getting a supply priest for Sunday, Nov. 22. She also discussed training for those who
do the Morning Prayer.

Closing prayer was given by Mother Winnie. Meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m.

Next Vestry meeting: November 15th at 12:00 p.m.
Bonnie Truesdell, Clerk
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The dead line for
the December Cloak
is: November 18th.
Your articles need
to be in the Cloak
mail box in the Guild
Hall by Nov. 18th
4pm or emailed to
cloak@smecmn.org
no later than Nov.
23rd. 6pm

The
communications
Committee:
Chuck Johnson
Rev. Winnie
Mitchell

Thom Peterson

Color printing of the Cloak
donated by Chuck Johnson.
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We are on the web

Smecmn.org
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ST. MARTIN’S EPISCOPAL

CHURCH

102 N Park ST
Fairmont, MN 56031

Phone: 507-238-2686

E-mail: info@smecmn.org

Mailing Address Line 1
Mailing Address Line 2
Mailing Address Line 3
Mailing Address Line 4
Mailing Address Line 5

St. Martin’s is a reconciling community of Christian people striving through
worship, love and service to be a family in God and to bring others into the
fellowship.



