
hope to hear their impres-
sions.  

Then, in July, the General 
Convention of the Episcopal 
Church will be held in Ana-
heim, CA. This once-every-
three-years gathering brings 
together Episcopal lay and 
clergy delegates from all over 
the Episcopal Church to do 
the business of the church. 
There are notes about Gen-
eral Convention on both the 
Diocesan Website and at 
www.episcopalchurch.org  
where you can read about the 
“blue book” of the convention 
resolutions. You can let our 
diocesan representatives your 
thinking on the resolutions or 
learn about their positions by 
following the links on the di-
ocesan webpage.  During the 
summer we will print some of 
the bulletin inserts about gen-
eral convention so that you do 
not have to learn everything 
via the internet if you are not 
so inclined.

Finally, and less 
electronically, we can look 
forward to the process of se-
lecting a new bishop for the 
Diocese of Minnesota. Candi-
dates will be doing a “walk 
about,” interviewing at differ-
ent sites around the diocese 
probably in September. These 
interviews will allow you to let 
your representatives to Dioce-
san Convention know your 
preferences for the next 
Bishop of Minnesota. I hope 

The Church celebrated the 
Feast of the Ascension on 
Thursday, May 21, 2009. As 
we near the end of the Easter 
season we commemorate the 
Lord’s Ascension to heaven. 
Two Gospels and The Book of 
Acts have brief accounts of 
the ascension: Luke 24:44-53; 
Mark 16: 1-20 and Acts 1: 6-
11. Luke’s Gospel says 
that the disciples returned to 
Jerusalem “with great joy and 
they were continually in the 
temple blessing God.”

St. Paul also refers 
to the Ascension in such ref-
erences as the Letter to the 
Ephesians 4:8-17, with the 
lovely words, “When he as-
cended on high he made cap-
tivity itself a captive; he gave 
gifts to his people. …The gifts 
he gave were that some 
would be apostles, some 
prophets, some evangelists, 
some pastors and teachers, to 
equip the saints for the work 
of ministry…”

These passages tell 
us that after the Resurrection 
appearances ended, the disci-
ples knew the responsibility 
was truly theirs to carry the 
Good News to all peoples and 
to be Christ’s body, the 
Church, throughout the world. 
Even before receiving the 
great fiery power and comfort 
of the Holy Spirit on Pente-
cost, the disciples were ready 
for the work of ministry.

Spring and summer 
bring us some contemporary 
messages that remind us of 
our connections with that 
same work of world ministry. 
The Diocese of Minnesota 
has just received a visit from 
the Presiding Bishop of our 
national church, The Most 
Rev. Katharine Jefferts 
Schori.  It was a thrill for the 
diocese to welcome her espe-
cially because Minnesota had 
not been visited by a Presid-
ing Bishop for 30 years!  Her 
presence helps make our 
connection to the national 
church and the world-wide 
Anglican Communion seem 
more real. As she visited us 
and prayed with us, she 
learned about the various 
ministries in our Diocese—our 
strengths and weaknesses; 
our concerns and hopes.  As 
she carries our vision back to 
her headquarters in New York 
City, we are left feeling more 
connected with the National 
Church because of her visita-
tion. You can read about 
some of the events on the 
Diocesan Website, http://
www.episcopalmn.org  and 
also talk to those who were 
able to attend some of the 
events. From our parish those 
people include our Region IV 
lay representative Chuck 
Johnson, Thom Peterson, 
Connie Krahmer, and Rob 
Laird.  (If there are others 
whose names I have missed., 
many apologies! ) We will 
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many of us will be able to 
attend these interviews. Our 
Diocesan Bishop is one of 
the key links between our 
parish and the broader 
church, so it’s very impor-
tant that the Bishop be a 
person who can be both a 
pastor to our local congre-
gations and a communica-
tor who can help us stay 
connected to the whole field 
of Christian ministry and 
mission.

Of course no one 
person, Bishop or other-
wise, can do all the work of 

ministry that St. Paul de-
scribes in Ephesians, and 
that’s where we come in.  
Whatever the gifts a new 
Bishop will bring us, our 
contributions are also a vital 
part of the mix. Which of us 
will be called to be apostles,  
prophets, evangelists,  pas-
tors, or teachers, to equip 
the saints for the work of 
ministry?  Perhaps every 
one of us will be called on 
to step forward and use our 
gifts. At the end of the As-
cension account in the Book 
of Acts, two angels stand 
among the disciples and 

ask them, “Why are you 
looking up toward heaven?” 
They promise that Jesus 
will come again in the same 
way he had just departed, 
but in the long stretch of 
ordinary time before that 
event, there is much work of 
ministry to be done, so let’s 
continually bless God! 
Amen.

Yours in Christ,

Winnie+

S T .  M A R T I N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  W O M E N  M I N U T E S  - M A Y

St Martin’s Church Women 
May1      Six members were 
present. We opened with a 
prayer. ECS has applied for 
a grant from Sheltering 
Arms. It is a matching grant 
and the Guild will give $150 

towards that goal. Four 
members will attend the 
Region Four ECW meeting 
in Mankato May 13. Since 
perhaps the Guild Hall will 
be occupied with children 
from Stepping Stones 

through the summer we will 
not plan to meet. We de-
cided to donate $50 a Wil-
derness will blossom pro-
ject.

In last month’s cloak, 
Mother Winnie referred to 
the “Attitude Adjustment” 
committee.  Some of us 
decided that we needed a 
little fun in our lives at St. 
Martin’s.  Well, we have 
come up with a few ideas to 
get everyone working to-
gether on a project.  Be-
cause as we all know, when 
we do something together, 
we complain a little, we 
smile a little, we giggle a 
little, we all get tired and we 
all feel good that we did it 
and it’s over!

We have signed St. Martins 
up to sell Granny Cookies 
(Monster Cookies) at the 
Fairmont Fun Fest on June 
13th .(formerly called Heri-
tage Fest).  We need volun-
teers to bake, and to sell in 
Citizen’s Park that day.  
Actually baking can be done 
ahead and we just have to 
SMILE and sell cookies on 
that Saturday.  There will be 
time shifts but you can join 
in whenever you’d like for 
as long as you want.

The second project we are 
committed to is the Salva-

tion Army Lip Sync.  We 
have a “no brainer” act.  But 
we need volunteers to help.  
Bill Busse is our “Director” 
and we are looking for a 
wardrobe person, and 
someone to make signs.  
The Lyp Sync is June 28th 
and we need to get started 
practicing!  Hopefully a lot 
of you that don’t wish to 
participate will make it to 
the park that day to cheer 
us on and watch us be silly!  
Those of you who wish to 
be part of the action, let 
Doug, Randa, or Michi 
know.

S R .  W A R D E N ’ S  R E P O R T  

V E S T R Y  M I N U T E S

April and May minutes:

“They were not available 
and will be posted on the 
Guild Hall bulletin board 
and distributed later as 
available.”
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Please check the Half Cloak each Sunday for updates to the Calendar events!

4 Mr.& Mrs. Don Ingledew
8 Wanda Sager
19 Julia Mc Edwards
22 Robert Laird

If your birthday or anniver-
sary was missed my apolo-
gies.  

Birthdays and Anniversaries:

June 7th
Head Usher:  Doug W.
Lector: Fran S.
Intercessor: Thom P.
Chalice: Michi D.

June 14th
Head Usher: Mary W.
Lector: Jim S.
Intercessor: Chuck J.
Chalice: Les H.

June 21st
Head Usher: Michi D
Lector: Bob L. Jr.
Intercessor: Sheryl C.
Chalice: Connie K.

June 28th
Head Usher: JoAnn E.
Lector: Rob L.
Intercessor: Pat G.
Chalice: Tom H.

S U N M O N T U E W E D T H U F R I S A T

1 2 3 4
Bible Study 10:30

5 6

7
Service 9am

8 9 10 11
Bible Study 10:30

12
Legal Service 3pm

13

14
Service 9am

15 16 17

Cloak Deadline

18
Bible Study 10:30

19 20

21
Service 9am

VBS 5:30 -
7:30pm

22

VBS 5:30 -
7:30pm

23

VBS 5:30 -
7:30pm

24

VBS 5:30 -
7:30pm

25
Bible Study 10:30

VBS 5:30 -
7:30pm

26 27

28
Service 9am

29 30
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Recently I received an 
advertisement for a sub-
scription to a newsletter 
about how to be a church 
greeter.  We at St. Martins 
love to entertain and we 
certainly know how to be 
a good host or hostess (at 
least in our own homes). 
We must remember that 
the church is our home as 
well.  Please read below 
the excerpt from the ad-
vertisement I received. I 

believe it is a good re-
minder.   Michi

“A visitor comes to our 
church. God has given us 
an opportunity.

They walk in, they do not 
know anyone or what to 
expect yet, they have come 
to our congregation wanting 
to worship.

Sometimes they are looking 
for a church home, some-

times a place to come into 
contact with God.

What they really, really want 
is a friendly face, a warm 
handshake, and...well...a 
friend.

Our congregation is very 
friendly, but unless these 
guests are greeted and 
helped within the first few 
seconds in our building, 
they will not think of our 
church as a friendly one.”

“ A  V I S I T O R  C O M E S  T O  O U R  C H U R C H .  G O D  H A S  .  .  .

I recently received a birth-
day card from the church 
and written inside was a 
little note thanking me for 
the work I do at the church.  
This immediately made me 
feel guilty and I have to tell 
you why.

As many of you know, I took 
a very long “sabbatical” 
from St. Martins.  Due to 
circumstances I had no 
control over, my heart was 
filled with anger.  For the 
first time since I began at-
tending St. Martins, over 27 
years ago, I couldn’t feel the 
healing of my soul each 
week that has always sus-
tained me. 

Always, each week when I 
would kneel at the commun-
ion rail, and repeat the 
prayer after communion  I 
always felt renewed.  I dis-
covered though, that the 
anger I carried would not 
allow that to happen any 
longer.  I knew I had to take 
the time to heal before I 
could return to St. Martins. 
As I spent time in my gar-
dens last spring and sum-
mer , I began to feel God all 
around me.  He was in the 
flowers and the birds and 

rabbits, the sky, the earth 
and most of all in my heart 
again.  He is everliving.  I 
was once again ready to do 
the work He had given me 
to do.

Thank you all for your pa-
tience.  

Michi Donnelly, Sr. warden

A  L E T T E R  T O  T H E  C O N G R E G A T I O N ,

Almighty and ever 
living God,

we thank you for 
feeding us with the 

spiritual food 
of the most precious 

Body and Blood
of your Son our Sav-

ior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in 
these holy mysteries

that we are living 
members of the Body 

of your Son, 
and heirs of your eter-

nal kingdom.
And now, Father, 

send us out
to do the work you 

have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses 
of Christ our Lord.

To him, to you, and to 
the Holy Spirit,
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The dead line for 
the July Cloak is 
June 17th. Your 
articles need to be 
in the Cloak mail 
box in the Guild Hall 
or emailed to 
cloak@smecmn.org

The 

communications  

Committee:

Chuck Johnson

Rev. Winnie 

Mitchell

Thom Peterson

Jackie Ziemer

Color printing of the Cloak 

donated by Chuck Johnson.

D I O C E S E N  N E W S

Presiding Bishop's visit
During her visit to the Dio-
cese of Minnesota last 
weekend, the Presiding 
Bishop of The Episcopal 
Church, the Most Rev. Dr. 
Katharine Jefferts Schori 
visited with hundreds of 
Episcopalians who were 

eager to welcome her to our 
state. Several members of 
St. Martin's helped wel-
come the Presiding Bishop 
by attending the worship 
service at the Cathedral of 
Our Merciful Saviour, in 
Faribault, on May 16. They 
included Rob Laird, Fred 

and Connie Krahmer, 
Chuck Johnson and Thom 
P e t e r s o n .
In June a keepsake printed 

'photo album' will be sent to 
all churches for distribution 
among members.

Stepping Stones: After an-
nouncing that St. Martin's 
would provide a home for 
part of the Stepping Stones 
Day Care during their sum-
mer exile from Lincoln 
School due to construction, 
The vestry and I were sur-
prised to read in the paper 
that they had made ar-
rangements with the Cove-

n an t  and  Ch r i s t i a n 
Churches instead! STep-
ping Stone staff notified us 
that they had persuaded the 
other churches to give them 
space because they were 
concerned with the outdoor 
space limits near St. Mar-
tin's and the United Method-
ist Churches. We wish them 
well and are glad that our 

leadership in stepping for-
ward to offer space to Step-
ping Stones helped open 
the door for their negotiation 
with other churches. Thanks 
to Finance Committee for 
the extra time that they 
spent crafting the lease! --
Rev W.

S T E P P I N G  S T O N E S
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Fairmont, MN 56031
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St. Martin’s is a reconciling community of Christian people striving through      

worship, love and service to be a family in God and to bring others into the 

fellowship.


