
At last, when we 
make it to, June 29, in Matt. 
10:41, Jesus speaks of “the 
reward of the righteous.”

“The reward of the 
righteous.” What will that 
mean for us at St. Martin’s? 
June will be a crucial month 
for us. How are we called to 
follow Jesus as a church dur-
ing this time of financial cri-
sis? How can we not be anx-
ious about how we will pay 
the utilities or afford a new 
roof? Can we go forward on 
our journey as disciples, tak-
ing no extra baggage with us? 
Will the wolves eat away at 
our tiny congregation until our 
laborers for the harvest grow 
fewer and fewer? Will we find 

Striving for the Kingdom of 
God (June, 2008)

The church year has 
at last settled into “ordinary 
time,” that long, green season 
that stretches after Pentecost 
until Advent, when we will 
once again be in the cold blue 
of winter.  But now, the sum-
mer lies before us, nature’s 
green mirrored by the green 
of our longest liturgical sea-
son, filled with life and its 
promises and challenges.  
Our lectionary also settles into 
an even pattern: in this year A 
of our 3-year cycle, we are 
reading the Gospel of Mat-
thew, complemented by Old 
Testament lessons from 
Genesis and the other books 
at the beginning of the Bible. 
Matthew is well matched with 
Genesis and Exodus because 
Matthew knew his Hebrew 
Scriptures well and used them 
as a pattern to portray the 
radical arrival of the Kingdom 
of God in Jesus.  Matthew 
requires radical discipleship 
from his readers, the new 
Jewish followers of the Way of 
Christ and from us today. 

 We have just fin-
ished May with the comforting 
but challenging words, 

(Matt. 6:25)  “Therefore I tell 
you, do not worry about your 
life, what you will eat or what 
you will drink, or about your 
body, what you will wear. Is 
not life more than food, and 
the body more than clothing? 
… But strive first for the king-
dom of God and his right-

eousness, and all these 
things will be given to you as 
well.” 

As we read the Gos-
pel each Sunday in June, it 
becomes clearer and clearer 
what such radical discipleship 
will involve. 

On June 1 we read: 
(Matt. 7:26-27) “Everyone 
who hears these words of 
mine and does not act on 
them will be like a foolish man 
who built his house on sand.  
The rain fell, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew 
and beat against that house, 
and it fell—and great was its 
fall!” 

On June 8 Jesus 
says( Matt. 9:9) to Matthew, 
“Follow me.” And he got up 
and followed him. But the 
Way is filled with criticism and 
ridicule as well as triumph and 
joy.

On June 15, he says, 
(Matt. 9:37), “The harvest is 
plentiful, but the laborers are 
few.” He sends out the disci-
ples with wonderful powers of 
healing, blessing, and forgive-
ness, but the journey is tough. 
They can take no extra money 
or baggage, and there will be 
wolves, ridicule, and persecu-
tion. Can it get worse? Yes, 
on

June 22:  we learn, 
(Matt. 10:38) “Whoever does 
not take up the cross and 
follow me is not worthy of 
me.”
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rial in your boxes, in the 
mail, and even in the pulpit. 
It will be a thrilling ride with 
the disciples as we en-
deavor to take less bag-
gage and not be anxious 
about the future while we 
dive into the radical disci-
pleship that is striving for 
the kingdom! Praise God!

out that our parish is only 
that house built on sand, 
about to have a great fall? 
No! Not if we strive first for 
the kingdom of God.  But 
how do we do that and 
what will it mean?

During Lent I wrote 
that we would have a mid 
year all-parish meeting to 

take stock of our progress 
toward a more balanced 
budget and to work on envi-
sioning our future. This 
event apparently will take 
place on God’s time sched-
ule, not mine, because that 
meeting has now been 
shifted to Saturday, August 
23, so save the date. On 
that day we will come to-

gether with representatives 
from the diocese to con-
sider our future options. 
Between now and then, the 
vestry will begin to cut our 
expenditures by 3% per 
month, and we will have the 
results of a mid-year stew-
ardship campaign to plan 
our next budget. Watch for 
this new stewardship mate-
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God’s Big Backyard

Summer is coming and plans for Vacation Bible School are underway.

God’s Big Backyard is the theme.

St. Martin’s and Fairmont United Methodist’s will be joining together for VBS.
Children, ages 3 (by September 1st, 2007) through sixth grade are invited to attend. 

There will be skits, crafts, games, Bible lessons, snacks and a mission project.
VBS begins Sunday evening, June 22nd and goes through Thursday, June 26th.
The time is 6:00 – 8:30 pm and there is NO COST.

St. Martin’s is already involved:  Mother Winnie and Jennelle have been meeting with the planning committee at 
United Methodist.  The ECW has agreed to provide financial support for the snacks.  Thank you ladies!

For planning purposes it is helpful to have the children pre-registered.  If you know of someone who might like to 
attend, Jennelle has registration forms available.

The Fairmont Family Re-
source Center office will soon 
be up and running with its 
new Manager, Ms. Jennelle 
Cunning.  Jennelle brings 
many talents to the office. 
Her professional background 
in education and her exten-
sive knowledge of the Fair-
mont community and our 
social service agencies will 
be great assets to her work. 
An outstanding point on her 
resume is her recent prepara-
tion and call to ministry in the 
Lutheran Church. Nothing 
describes the work of Episco-
pal Community Services bet-

ter than the words in the 
Episcopal diaconal ordina-
tion: “You are to study the 
Scriptures, to seek nourish-
ment from them, and to 
model your life upon the. You 
are to make Christ and his 
redemptive love known, by 
your word and example, to 
those among whom you live, 
and work, and worship. You 
are to interpret to the Church 
the needs, concerns and 
hopes of the world….At all 
times, your life and teaching 
are to show Christ’s people 
that in serving the helpless 
they are serving Christ him-

self.” (BCP 543) Truly, the 
work of the Family Resource 
Center is part of the diaconal 
mission of the church.

The job description 
for Jennelle’s position is writ-
ten in more ordinary, worldly 
language, saying that she will 
greet families who come to 
the office, will recruit and 
coordinate volunteers, and 
will foster connections with 
St. Martin’s and with other 
social service agencies in our 
region. She is brimming with 
plans with accomplishing 
these goals, and she will 
likely be calling on many of 

E P I S C O P A L  C O M M U N I T Y  S E R V I C E S

us to participate in this vital 
ministry. As an active partici-
pant in St. Martin’s worship 
and parish life, Jennelle is in 
a unique position to bring 
about these connections and 
to “interpret to the Church 
the needs, concerns and 
hopes of the world.” Let us 
welcome Jennelle to her new 
position and offer her the 
enthusiastic support of our 
parish community.

---Mother Winnie



St Martins Special Vestry Meeting

April 22, 2008

Attending: Mother Winnie, Bob Luedtke Jr., Doug Wollam, Jeff Rouse, Randa Simpson. Also attending Les 
Hohenstein

Absent: Leena Deveraj

Meeting opened at 5:30 with Opening Prayer and Bible reading

Bob made a motion seconded by Doug to approve the agenda. The motion passed.

Les and possibly Winnie plan to attend the Diocesan Finance Summit. Winnie will attend the Lay Leader 
Seminar on April 26th.

Winnie provided a packet of information required to be completed in order to receive financial assis-
tance/relief from the First Stop committee. Winnie and Gail will work on assembling the required informa-
tion

The transmittal letter to the Diocese was further reviewed. Winnie and Gail will continue to refine this let-
ter and submit it to the Vestry for approval.

Budget planning was reviewed. Bob made a motion, seconded by Randa to assign the budget reduction 
strategy to the Finance Committee. The goal set by the Vestry at the 2007 Vestry retreat is to reduce the 
annual deficit to $25,000.00.

The Stewardship plan was discussed. Bob made a motion, seconded by Jeff to purchase the Stewardship 
program. Winnie will purchase the program for $190.00. It was decided to designate the Finance/
Stewardship Committees as leaders of the Stewardship program.  A time will be set up for Jim Simpson to 
talk to the congregation about planned giving.

Bob made a motion, seconded by Gail to adjourn. The meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm

Respectfully submitted,

Gail Ingledew

Sr. Warden/Clerk 

S T .  M A R T I N ’ S  V E S T R Y  M I N U T E S
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Special Vestry Meeting minutes

May 18, 2008

Attending: Mother Winnie, Doug Wollam, Bob Luedtke, Jr., Jeff Rouse, Gail Ingledew

Absent: Leena Deveraj, Chuck Johnson, Randa Simpson

Opening prayer at 11:15 am

The Vestry reviewed a copy of the letter to be sent to the Diocese regarding the financial situation at St Martins 
(please see attached). A motion was made by Bob, seconded by Doug to approve the letter as it stands. After 
some discussion, the motion passed. The letter was signed by a majority of the Vestry and will be mailed.

A Vestry retreat has been scheduled for June 7th at Mother Winnie’s home from 9:00am to 3:00pm. The July 
Vestry meeting will be held on July 14th. The Reverend Canon Sandra Holmberg will be attending. The Small 
Church Summit is set for August 23rd and could possibly be held at St. Martins.

Bob made a motion, seconded by Jeff to adjourn. The motion passed. The meeting was closed with a prayer at 
11:45am

Respectfully submitted,

Gail Ingledew

Sr. Warden/Clerk

S T .  M A R T I N ’ S  V E S T R Y  M I N U T E S  C O N T .
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In and effort to cut back 
on travel time and ex-
pense and to aid in 
more open communica-
tion throughout the dio-
cese, the first live web-
c a s t  w a s 
held. Les Hoeinstein 
and Chuck Johnson 
participated.  The sub-
ject was the Diocesan 
Financial Summit.  It 
was held May 8th.  This 
was a live interactive 
webcast.  Questions 

could be sent via 
email.  Plans are in the 
works to have more of 
these webcasts and it 
would great to have ac-
cess to them at St. Mar-
tins Church for all to 
view.

F I R S T  E V E R  L I V E  W E B C A S T  F O R  T H E  D I O C E S E  O F  M N



L A Y  L E A D E R S H I P  S E M I N A R

    Information was pre-
sented on the time 
line for the election of the 
new bishop.

    The search committee 
gave us an update on 
that process.

    Information was given 
on the Mission Strategy 
Network  (MSN)

   

We were encouraged to 
nominate people from 
our congregation to 
serve on the different 
committees at the dioce-
san level.

    The meeting ended 
with a wonderful lunch 
served by the Christ 
Church Women.

    Mother Winnie and 
Chuck Johnson attended 
the Lay Leadership 
Seminar at Christ Church 
in Austin on April 26th.

    The meeting was well 
attended with 25- 30 at-
tendees from the south-
east region.

    We recieved our ves-
try resource guide book, 
and a list of the Canon 
Missioners' Top re-
sources.
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M O T H E R  B E A R  P R O J E C T  &  S T .  M A R T I N ’ S

An elite few knitters from St. Martin’s Church knit over 60 bears that will be sent to children that have been 

affected by HIV/AIDS. Here is a quote from the www.motherbearproject.org web site. “ The Mother Bear Pro-

ject is dedicated to providing comfort and hope to children affected by HIV/AIDS in emerging nations, by 

giving them a gift of love in the form of a hand-knit or crocheted bear. The simple gift of a hand-knit bear 

with a tag signed by the knitter has touched children with the message that they are unconditionally 

loved.”

The pictures are the bears made with love at St. Martin’s church.



The dead line for 
the July Cloak is 
June 18th. Your 
articles need to be 
in the Cloak mail 
box in the Guild 
Hall or emailed to 
cloak@smecmn.org

R E G I O N  4  N E W S

were interested in doing 
further vestry training, 
and it was decided that 
the joint meeting would 
provide a good venue for 
this as well as other 
training opportunities for 
attendees at this event.  
After some discussion it 
was decided that this 
event will be billed as a 
“Day of Congregational 
Growth and Training” 
and that a morning 
“keynote session” will be 
held focused on Spiritual 
Transformation in the 
context of the MSN.  This 
will be followed by   a 
training session for dele-
gates to convention.  In 
the afternoon there will 
be training sessions to 
choose from including 
Congregational Develop-
ment related to the small 
church, the “Vestry 101” 
for Wardens and Treasur-
ers, and possibly others. 
This active and festive 
day will conclude with a 
celebration of Eucharist.

The other discussion fo-
cused around an update 
on the activities of the 
Mission Strategy Net-
work. The MSN is focus-
ing on networks at this 
time.  This Region be-
lieves it is a viable and 
active network and con-
tinues to take proactive 
steps to demonstrate 
that within the Diocese.  
Examples of this include 
use of technology such 
as the Google group, and 
getting all of our Re-
gional activities for the 

year posted on the Dioce-
san calendar.

New business for the day 
included passing two 
resolutions:

 A resolution was 
passed to reimburse 
mileage at the current 
diocesan rate for one car 
per parish to attend the 
region meetings.

A resolution was passed 
to contribute $250 to 
ECS in Fairmont

Additional business in-
cluded determining that 
the next clericus would 
be held on April 30 in 
New Ulm.  Regarding 
clericus meetings, in or-
der to accommodate the 
TM priests with “day 
jobs” a decision was 
made that four times per 
year, the clericus meet-
ings will be held on Sat-
urdays.  Therefore, the 
second month of each 
quarter (February, May, 
August and November) 
the last Saturday of the 
month will be clericus 
meeting.

The next regular meeting 
of the Region will be Sep-
tember 20 at Holy Com-
munion in St. Peter.

Respectfully submitted,

Kate Hennessy+

Secretary

Region IV met in Mar-
shall on April 19, 2008.  
Present were: The Rev. 
Marilla Whitney, Monica 
Sturm and Doug Howard, 
St. Peter’s, New Ulm; The 
Revs. Kate Hennessy 
and Coleen Tully and 
Sally Tully, St. James, 
Marshall; The Rev Judi 
Wiley, Holy Trinity, 
Luverne; The Rev. John 
Robertson and Dottie 
Whipple, Bishop Whipple 
Mission, Morton; The 
Rev. Winnie Mitchell, St. 
Martin’s, Farimont; The 
Rev. Paul Rider, St. 
John’s, Mankato and the 
Rev. Tom Harries, Holy 
Communion, St. Peter.

The Meeting opened with 
a Gospel Based Disciple-
ship study.

The minutes of the last 
meeting were approved.

The treasurer reports 
that there is $1109.17 in 
the account with one 
church outstanding in 
dues.  There was a brief 
discussion clarifying how 
dues are assessed.

In ongoing business of 
the Region, a discussion 
was held about the up-
coming joint Region IV/V 
meeting to be held at 
Bishop Whipple Mission 
on July 19 and 20.  The 
Canon Missioner for faith 
formation had expressed 
a desire to know if we 

The 

communications  

Committee:

Chuck Johnson

Rev. Winnie 

Mitchell

Thom Peterson

Jackie Ziemer
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Please check the Half Cloak each Sunday for updates to the Calendar events!

Birthdays and Anniversaries:
5 Sara Ingledew
16 Jennifer Simpson
18 Diane Leudtke
30 Jodie Olson

Anna Helton

June 8th
Head Usher: Bob L. Jr.
Lector: Pat G.
Intercessor: Bob L. Jr.
Chalice: Thom P.

June 15th
Head Usher: Chuck J.
Lector: Bob L. Jr.
Intercessor: Thom P.
Chalice: Connie K.

June 22nd
Head Usher: Leena D.
Lector: Les H.
Intercessor: Les H.
Chalice: Sheryl C.

June 29th
Head Usher: Jeff R.
Lector: Fran S.
Intercessor: Pat G.
Chalice: Michi D.

KEY:
Black date numbers are White days.
If you are unable to serve please find a replacement.

S U N M O N T U E W E D T H U F R I S A T

1
H.E. II 10am
Spanish Noon
Planned Giving 
Seminar

2
Music & Liturgy 
9:30 am

3
Diocesan Council 
Retreat 
St. Paul

4
Diocesan Council 
Retreat 
St. Paul

5
Diocesan Council 
Retreat 
St. Paul

6
ECW 1:15 pm

7
Vestry Retreat/
Workshop 9am -
3pm Rev. W. 
House

8
H.E. II 10am

9
ESL Class

10
ESL Class

11
ESL Class

12
ESL Class

13 14

Flag Day

15
H.E. II 10am ??
Father’s Day

Rev W. Vacation

16

Rev W. Vacation

17

Rev W. Vacation

18

Rev W. Vacation

19

Rev W. Vacation

20

Rev W. Vacation

21

Summer Begins
Rev W. Vacation

22
H.E. II 10am

VBS

23

VBS

24
Nativity of St. John 
the Baptist

VBS

25

VBS

26

VBS

27 28

29
H.E. II 10am
Spanish Noon

30

June 1st
Head Usher: Randa S.
Lector: Gail I.
Intercessor: Rob L.
Chalice: Diane L.



D I O C E S E N  N E W S
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5 May 2008

Ten members of the St. 
Martin’s ECW met with 
Rev. Winnie giving the 
opening prayer. There 
was conversation con-
cerning hosting English 
As A Second Language 
classes at the church. 
There was discussion 
regarding a possible 
monetary donation for 
snacks for the joint Vaca-
tion Bible School with the 
United Methodist Church. 
The decision regarding 
the money for snacks 

S T .  M A R T I N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  W O M E N  M I N U T E S

was tabled until June 
when more information 
will be available.

The April minutes were 
accepted. The treasurer 
reported $1,133.59 in 
checking.

Six members enjoyed a 
meeting, luncheon, and 
tour of the Windom His-
torical Museum in April. 
At that meeting it was 
suggested that the 
women draw up a list of 
concerns to be ad-
dressed to the search 
committee for the new 

bishop. A letter will be 
sent to the search com-
mittee and St. Martin’s 
vestry. The Mother Bear 
project will end May 1st. 
Donations are welcome 
for shipping and the 
Guild will cover the rest 
of the cost.

After the meeting was 
adjourned everyone en-
joyed memorabilia from 
Florence Swanstrom’s 
collection.



May 29, 2008 [Lambeth 
Palace] The Archbishop 
of Canterbury, Dr. 
Rowan Williams, has 
announced plans to 
mount an unprece-
dented mass walk of 
bishops and other faith 
leaders through central 
London during the 
forthcoming Lambeth 
Conference to demon-
strate the Anglican 
Communion's determi-
nation to help end ex-
treme poverty across 
the globe.

The archbishop will be 
joined by approxi-
mately 600 other 
archbishops and bish-
ops, and their spouses, 
alongside other UK 
faith leaders for the 
high-profile symbol of 
commitment to the 
United Nations' Millen-
nium Development 
Goals (MDGs) -- eight 
promises made by 
world leaders to halve 
world poverty by 2015. 
The event, which will 
take place on Thursday, 
July 24, will culminate 
in a rally in the grounds 
of Lambeth Palace, the 
London home and office 
of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury.

The event is being or-
ganized in partnership 
with Micah Challenge 
UK, part of the interna-
tional Micah Challenge 
movement dedicated to 
uniting Christians to 
work together for an 
end to world poverty.

The bishops will walk 
through the heart of 
the capital, including 
Parliament Square, in a 
vivid demonstration of 
the diversity of the An-
glican Communion and 

a witness to the work 
already being con-
ducted by churches and 
other faith groups to 
work towards the MDGs 
-- and a public pledge 
to work even harder to 
make sure they are de-
livered. The faith lead-
ers will also commit to 
putting more pressure 
on their respective gov-
ernments to ensure 
that funding promises 
are met, and the right 
policies put in place, to 
make a difference to 
local communit ies 
across the world.

On arrival at Lambeth 
Palace, the bishops and 
other guests will gather 
to hear brief addresses 
from special guests, led 
by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, and likely 
to include the Anglican 
Communion's Observer 
at the U.N., Hellen 
Wangusa.

The announcement of 
this walk is being re-
leased to coincide with 
a meeting of faith lead-
ers and heads of faith-
based development 
agencies, who met at 
Lambeth Palace May 
29. The group dis-
cussed how faith 
groups can ensure that 
governments honor 
their spending commit-
ments towards the U.N. 
targets and make policy 
decisions in their sup-
port. The U.N. targets 
include providing uni-
versal primary educa-
tion, tackling issues 
such as maternal 
health, and reducing 
child mortality. The 
U.N.'s most recent offi-
cial update on progress 
towards the MDGs 
showed that while 

achievement of some of 
the targets has been 
made, the goals in ar-
eas such as education 
and maternal mortality 
are decades behind 
schedule in many coun-
tries.

Announcing the walk, 
the Archbishop of Can-
terbury said: "Faith 
leaders and our com-
munities are active 
across the UK and the 
world as advocates for 
the poor and vulnerable 
in our midst. Faith 
groups often have the 
best service delivery 
networks in the very 
places which the inter-
national agencies find 
hardest to reach."

"This walk will be a 
poignant public act of 
commitment by the 
Anglican Communion 
and other faith groups 
to continue to put pres-
sure on those who have 
the power and re-
sources to help end 
extreme poverty across 
the globe," he added. 
"It will be about pledg-
ing, as a church, to 
play our part in con-
tinuing to develop last-
ing solutions. It will 
also be a walk where 
we will be in step with 
those who know at first 
hand the impact that 
the unfair distribution 
of the world's resources 
can have on daily living 
and life opportunities."

In addition to the or-
ganizational partner-
ship with Micah Chal-
lenge UK, faith-based 
mission and develop-
ment agencies attend-
ing the May 29 meeting 
lent their support to the 
walk, together with the 

UK's Department for 
International Develop-
ment (DFID). British 
Prime Minister Gordon 
Brown and DFID have 
already joined the U.N. 
Secretary General Ban 
Ki-Moon in recognizing 
2008 as a critical year 
to renew efforts to 
achieve the MDGs. The 
Prime Minister launched 
the 'Millennium Devel-
opment Goals Call to 
Action' in July 2006 
which seeks better 
partnerships between 
faith communities, pri-
vate sector and govern-
ments to help deliver 
the MDGs.

Dr. Indarjit Singh OBE, 
director of the Network 
of Sikh Organisations 
(UK), is among faith 
leaders welcoming the 
event. "Sikhs support a 
wide range of initiatives 
to raise awareness 
about the Millennium 
Development Goals, 
and we are delighted 
that the archbishop and 
the Anglican Church are 
taking the lead in the 
important area of edu-
cation which this walk 
will highlight. I hope to 
join it."

The July event will 
form part of the in-
ternational backdrop 
for the U.N. meeting 
on September 25, 
when the U.N. secre-
tary general is host-
ing a special review 
on progress towards 
the goals and the fi-
nancial commitments 
from donor coun-
tries.

E A S T E R  D A Y  I N  J E R U S A L E M  B R I N G S  N E W  L I F E  A S  P R E S I D I N G  B I S H O P  C O N C L U D E S  
H O L Y  L A N D  V I S I T
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102 N Park ST

Fairmont, MN 56031

Phone: 507-238-2686

E-mail: info@smecmn.org

S T .  M A R T I N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  
C H U R C H

St. Martin’s is a reconciling community of Christian people 

striving through worship, love and service to be a family in 

God and to bring others into the fellowship.

We are on the web

Smecmn.org

Mailing Address Line 1

Mailing Address Line 2

Mailing Address Line 3

Mailing Address Line 4

Mailing Address Line 5

Wish list: The parish would be very glad to receive a gently used com-
puter for the office.  The two computers in the ECS office belong to ECS, 
so it would be nice to have a computer for the use of lay volunteers or 
for parishioners who do not have their own machines but would like to 
use the internet or word processing. A printer would be welcome as 
well. Please let the Jr Warden, Chuck Johnson (507 236 2223), know if 
you have equipment that you would like to donate. Thanks!
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